
 

 

 

Liberal Arts and Sciences:  Humanities and Social Science, AA 

 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES 

The assessment of Program Learning Outcomes is not only a key indicator of program effectiveness it is 
also one of the standards of excellence identified by the Middle States Commission (Standard 5) and is 



 

 

 

Curriculum Map 

 

Upon completion, students will: 

 

1. Students will demonstrate a capacity for critical response to texts and for reasoned analysis and logical 

thinking.  Students will recognize arguments supported by observation and experience.  They will 

recognize and use the fundamental methods of the disciplines, including application as well as analysis 

and synthesis.   

Assessment: Critical thinking exercise 

 

2. Students will demonstrate effective communication skills.  They will assimilate ideas and shape them 

clearly and accurately, so they are appropriate for the audience and purpose.  Effective communication 

includes the use of spoken and written Standard English.  This goal presupposes effective listening and 

readingτskills that are included under the outcome of critical thinking.   

Assessment: 











 

 

  Criterion 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES SAMPLE 
ASSESSMENT MEASURE 

DOES NOT MEET 
STANDARD 
GRADE: F 

APPROACHES 
STANDARD 
GRADE RANGE: 
D- TO C-  

MEETS STANDARD 
GRADE RANGE: 
C TO A- 

EXCEEDS 
STANDARD 
GRADE: A 

5. Students will demonstrate an 

appreciation for an historical 

perspective. History is an 

essential component of a liberal 

arts education because the 

ideas and events of the past 

determine to a large extent how 

people think and live today. 
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1. Students will analyze 

and discuss primary 

documents from different 

perspectives, learn how to 

uncover context for 

sources, read the work of 

historians critically, be 

exposed to historiography 

and research historical 

topics. 
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2.Written assignments for 

LIT courses 

(essay, quiz, test, or 

research essay) 
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  Criterion 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES SAMPLE 
ASSESSMENT MEASURE 

DOES NOT MEET 
STANDARD 
GRADE: F 

APPROACHES 
STANDARD 
GRADE RANGE: 
D- TO C-  

MEETS STANDARD 
GRADE RANGE: 
C TO A- 

EXCEEDS 
STANDARD 
GRADE: A 

6. Students will demonstrate 

aesthetic appreciation and 

development. Students will find 

new avenues for self-expression 

and a richer understanding of 

the human condition by 

exploring the artistic dimensions 

of life. The comparative study of 

the fine arts and literature 

yields deep and useful insights 

into cultural patterns and 



 

 

  Criterion 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES SAMPLE 
ASSESSMENT MEASURE 

DOES NOT MEET 
STANDARD 
GRADE: F 

APPROACHES 
STANDARD 
GRADE RANGE: 
D- TO C-  

MEETS STANDARD 
GRADE RANGE: 
C TO A- 

EXCEEDS 
STANDARD 
GRADE: A 


